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Introduction

e Archaic Lineage of Environmental Policies :
e Modern Institutional Forms of Environmental Policy
(Independent Developments across the world- Post

|ndustrialization)

e Effects of Global Summits- Recognition of the
environmental threat at an international stage,
Actions at a Global Scale, Policy Convergence across
countries

e In light of current world summits and climate
politics, understanding need for policy comparison




Independent Environmental Policy: Post

Industrialization

1800s 1950s 1970s

Yellowstone National Post WWII Environmentalism, 'Silent ys (EPA)- Environmental

Park, Early Conservation Spring' by Rachel Carson spurring Regulation in the USA

Efforts environmental movement 1979- First UN Conference
WHO- Conference on Air Pollution on Climate Change
2000s 2015
Age of Sustainable Paris Climate
Development after coinage of Agreement

the term in 1983- Brundtland

Commission report

1990s

Global Environmentalism
1992- UNFCC Rio Summit,

1997- Kyoto Protocol,
National Forest POlicy, EPA

in India

2020-22

COP26/COP27, EU-
India Strategic
Partnership- sustainable

modernization of India.




Outline

A Literature Review

Rationale, Research Question,
Research Objectives

A Methodology

A Findings and Analysis
Chapter 1, Chapter 2, Chapter 3.

A Conclusion




ature Review

Policy Convergence

International
Platforms and
Organisations
including UN

(Global, Developing and
developed Countries,
Western and Non-western
nations)

Environmental
'Pioneers’
(commonly
perceived
Western nations)

State (Welfare
State, Industrial Environmental State
Society)




|.iterature Review

SPECIFIC POLICY
AREAS- COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS

Mmereki, D., Baldwin, A., & Li,
B. (2016)- compares solid
waste management, Wood,
C. (2003, November)-
compares EIA




Research
Question

Macro Question

Do the European Union
and India show trends of
policy convergence?

Micro Question

What are the key
similarities and
differences between the
selected policy areas of
the two regions?

e

Meso Question

What do these
comparisons reflect about
the nature of
policymaking, and what
are key learnings for both
regions?



Research Focus

Trifocal Lens:
Comparison across three policy areas and their specific policies, mainly-
ESG Policy- Sustainability Reporting across India and the European Union

e Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting Guidelines- India (2021)
e Guidelines for Non-Financial Reporting- European Union (2017)

Sustainable Urban Development across India and the European Union
e Smart Cities- India (2015)
e Urban Agenda for European Union- Pact of Amsterdam (2016)

Renewable Energy across India and the European Union
e Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission- India (2010)
e European Union Solar Strategy (2022)



Research Rationale

Broad Motivations:
e India- EU Colonial as well as Cooperative History

e Developed- Developing country perspective for environmental policy
comparison to understand the conceptions of environmental states
and ploneers

e Trend of Policy Convergence- Bilateral Coordination and key

Implications of the same.

Micro Motivations:
e Why EU and India?
e Why the selected three policy areas?
e Why the specific policies?




EU and India?

History of connections, Population Size . “1°
and Density, Federal Nature SUStGlnGblllty BRSR Gnd NFRP
Reporﬁng? Two newest developments,

. India's primary sustainability
Understandmg mandates for reporting policy
the private sector,
Transparency- extremely

necessary for 'sustainable' Smart Cities and
development
Urban Agenda-

Trifocal? .
. | ﬂ S Sustainable Urban Pact of
Holistic picture of environmental policy S
from different perspectives. 2 areas also Development ¢———-$ Amsterdam.

h?\ée ttre§t|eb§l§tnd c:oogqa)Ugn Wh.'tle 1 Understanding urban planning Mentioned in 2017 Join
detglineloitingy nepoindinis) eEs L policies, Multiple partnerships declaration for sustainable
for the same, 2017- Joint urbanisation. First signs of
declaration for sustainable policy convergence

urbanisation National Solar

Mission and Solar

Renewable Energy
Core area of focus for \J Energy Stmtegy?
sustainable developemnt, Solar Energy- India's major
Multiple Coordinations focus area, As well rounded as
between the two areas. European Solar Strategy

(Indian policy came first)
Revision of targets during EU-
India Clean energy partnership




Research Objectives

(Immediate, Direct)

e Draw parallels between the selected policy areas to understand the level of syncronicity between the
two regions

e Taking into account a developing and developed country (coloniser, colonised) perspective and trying

to understand similarities and differences in light of the same.

(Broader, Indirect)

e Facilitating an understanding of the contributions of each of the two selected regions In
environmental discourse, to understand 'historical burdens' and present undertakin

e Understanding policy convergence In light of treaties and certain-political aims an
regions

e |f possible, understanding the perceived 'limits to potential' in each of the r
climate colonialism- rendering a certain policy aim and.fashion

e |sthe comparability good or bad? Should the policies be similar in th



Methodology

Nvivo Software
e Content Analysis (Basic Word frequency Charts analysis)
e Thematic Analysis of the policy papers using codes.

Code Themes Derived From: Sustainability Reporting Guidelines
and Technical Protocol by GRI, Sustainable Urban Development: A
Review of Urban Sustainability Indicator Frameworks (Main

themes encountered while reviewing analysis frameworks)

(Paper), Policies and Good Practices to support solar power
deployment from Clean Energy Ministerial.




Findings and Analysis:

Chapter |
Sustainability/ Non-Financial Reporting in India and
the European Union
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Business responsibility and sustainability reporting- India
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Guidelines on Non Financial Reporting- EU
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Social
Human Rights

Labour Practices and Decent Work
Occupational Hea... Equal ...

Safety and Se...

Investment a...

Society
MNon-discri...
Local...
Forced...
Training...
Int... Co..

Diversity and Equal Opportunity Training and Edu...

Labo...
Mitigation

Environmental

Emissions effluents and waste Energy

Recl... Ener... En..

Energy Intensity ENer-
Dif...
Water
Detail...
Wast...
Total...

Risks and Opp... SIA (if ...

Products and ... Air

Emi...

Pro... Ext...

Materials Risks... EIA ..

Bi...

BRSR-India-Thematic Heirarchy Chart

Organisational Profile Strategy Stakeholder enga...

Scale
MNo. ...

Quant... Oper...

Products or se... Operation...

Changes d...

Economic

Market ... Econ...

Indirect Econ... Pro..

Pro B...

Consumer Resp...

Risks Oppor... ;
Engage... Griev...

Policies Vision

Sta... Goals Diversity

Imp... Even..

Allowing adhera...
GRI

TCFD In...

SASB

External Commitments
NGREBC




Strategy External Commitments Organizational Governance ~ Report Scope and Boun...
Policies e Report Cont...

Impacts

Vision
Diversity
Data Measuremen...

Statement...
Principle of... UN SDGs

Social Recommend...

: Paris C... Code of... Key Performance ...
Soclety Process of f...

Labour Practices and Decent Work Corruption Environmental . Allowing adherance to...

Labour... Anti-com...

Human Right
Diversity and Equal... AREER

Emissions... Air Reporting Period

Materials Forward-l...

Organisational Profile Biodiversi... OECD ISO 260

Scale Changes during repo...

Stakeholder engagement Policy Informatic
Diversity  En...

| Economic
Market Presence

Policies.,...
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Purview of the ... Need ... Indirect Econom...
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Main Observations

4

Scope

India- Mandatory for
certain listed companies,
EU- mandatory for
companies over 500
employees

4

Focus of
disclosure

India- specific information
for ESG performance, EU-
more macro information

y

Comply or
Explain
framework

India- voluntary
reporting for many,
EU- comply or explain

4

Principle Based
Reporting

India- NGBRC

EU- Materiality,
Subsidiarity, Due Dilligence

India- essential indicators
and leadership indicators

4

Innovation in
Reporting

EU- although
mandatory, more
Innovative. Avoid One-
size-fits all approach.

y

Policy Integration

European Policies integrated
with external measures and
directives. However- more
focus on Institutional
aspects- vision, governance

y

Comprehensive-
Key linkages

KPIs as well as qualitative
Information,

India- Comprehensive but
optional or voluntary.

y

Environmental Aspects

Focus of India more on detailed
soclal and environmental aspects,
while focus of guidelines more on
reporting of information



Focussed on circular
economy, life cycle
Basics without any policy assessments, emissions etc.

grounding, focusses on the as well as climate reporting
nitty gritties

European Union-
Green Deal

Climate
Reporting

Can focus on the broader aspects of
reporting, taking advantage of principles
and integration, and mandating it at an
institutional level (trying to change the

focal core of the reporting process-

putting onus on the organization'

NGBRC



Findings and Analysis:

Chapter Il

Sustainable Urban Development in India and
European Union
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Smart Cities- India (2015)
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Urban Agenda- EU- Pact of Amsterdam (2016)
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Main Observations

V V V yV
Policy . ‘Smart” Aspects Circular Vulnerable
Igg%%g;ggrgn q versus Economy, Public Populations
Cooperation KnOWIedge Base Procurement, Urban poverty- place

| Addressing core Polycentric based and people based
N0 e ez of problems and building development solutions, migrants,

Institutions and agencies
In the EU case, India-

Institutionalization, states
have innovative flexibility

knowledge around them
Instead of technological
solutionism

EU- discussed, India
context- not discussed

refugees- EU, India-
redevelopment
(infrastructure focussed)



Can allow flexibility for
smart cities since it's a
national policy

India

European Union

Vi

Independent countries-
urban localities,
communities- territorial
cohesion needed for the
urban agenda to succeed.




India

Qo
/

European Union




Findings and Analysis:

Chapter Il
Renewable Energy- Solar Energy in India and
European Union
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National Solar Mission (JNNSM)- India
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EU-Solar Energy Strategy- 2022
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Solar Energy Targets
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Main Observations

4

Broad Focus
Similar
Technology and

Innovation, Long Term
targets, Manufacturing

4

Regulatory
Architecture versus
Financial or Market
Based Incentives

EU more focussed on building
suport structure, mandatory
building regulations etc. while
India more voluntary
incentivization kind (stick versus
carrot)

4

Democratization
and Prosumer

Decentralisation,
Community Based, Local
Production and Supply-
EU. Energy Accessibility
to one and all

y

Demand and
Supply Side
Policies
Upskilling, Multiple
Use of space and
building mandatory,

project based industry
alllance



India

European Union




Broader Implications and Conclusion‘

A A

EU- Territorial Cohesion yet Policy Convergence visible to a
Democratisation, India- Innovation and great extent, but with socio-
Flexibility to states, yel not to the individual economic as well as cultural
consumer and locality difterences

A A

India- Institutionalization and no Political, Industrial motivations
pOlicy IntegrqtiOn aside. EU can learn from Unlty In

Diversity, India can learn that that
cannol be applied in Policymaking.



Thank Y ou!
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